Colorado Water
Plan 101

Better Understanding the
Roadmap to a Secure Water Future
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The Colorado Water Plan is roadmap that leads to a productive
economy, vibrant and sustamable cities, productive agriculture, a
strong environment, and a robust recreation industry. It sets forth

the measurable objectives, goals, and actions by which Colorado will
address its projected future water needs and measure its progress—
all built on our shared values.
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Technical Support

e If your connection is lost:
o Log-in again using your unique web link and
passcode provided when you registered with Go To
Webinar

e This webinar is being recorded and will be available on
11/25 at

e Any issues or questions after the webinar please email
Fay Hartman,


http://waterforcolorado.org/
mailto:fhartman@americanrivers.org

To Ask a Question

e \We encourage you to ask questions throughout the
webinar in the question box

e \We will leave 15 minutes at the end of the webinar to
answer as many questions as we can. Those that are not
answered will be anwered in the transcript after the
webinar

e The transcript of all questions and answers will be
available by 11/25 on


http://waterforcolorado.org/

Water For Colorado Weblnar Se

e Local communities helped shape the
Water Plan and benefit from its
implementation

e Local projects help achieve state —wide
goals and address local needs

e This webinar series will provide
information and a framework for
communities to engage with and
implement the CWP
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Colorado Water Plan 101 Webinal

Background on the Colorado Water Plan

The Colorado Water Plan - what is it?

Engaging in the implementation of Colorado’s Water Plan
Participating in the update of Colorado’s Water Plan
Questions
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Colorado Water Plan -
Perspective on Creation
process & Important Firsts

Melinda Kassen, TRCP




Some History

= CO didn’'t have — or want — a water plan.
= Qur Prior Appropriations system is the plan!

= Water for the 215t Century Actin 2005 (BRTs
& IBCC); then WSRF in 2006 ($$)

2010 SWSI, updated in 2015 & 2019
2013 Exec Order. laid out CO values

= Productive economy supporting vibrant &
sustainable cities, viable & productive ag &
a robust skiing, rec & tourism industry

» Efficient & effective water infrastructure
promoting smart land use; &

= A strong environment that includes healthy
watersheds, rivers & streams & wildlife
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18 month Race 1o the Plan

» A 2-track process: BIPs &
the state-wide plan

=Run by CWCB staff
(Becky & Jacob) &
contractors

=»WQ chapter contributed
by WQCD

= |BCC contributed
scenario planning &
Conceptual Framework




Race 1o the Plan — Process Elements

= Two drafts + final
=S 115 Leg hearings & input DRAFT 05/20/14
= CWCB board meetings COLORADOS WATER PLAN TIMELINE

CWP = Colorada’s Water Plan  CWICB = Colorade Water Conservation Board ~ BIP = Basin Implemention Plan 2015 = All 2015 events are recommen dations

»tense Qs for E&R & local
goVv't withesses

= Form ltrs dismissed

Draft BIPs submitted

= 28,000 comments lafer, e o]
CWCB embraces public T .
involvement as badge of
honor e B

First Draft Sections
of CWP Released
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Plan Firsts

= E&R as equal of 3 state-wide values

= ecological resiliency (Audubon,
TNC)

» BOO‘I'ing Onc”ysis (AW) Monconiumptive Projects and Methods Implementation

= Urban conservation — 400KAF

= Criteria for state support of projects
= Conceptual Framework

= Link to land use planning

= Link to water quality
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THE FUTURE OF COLORADO WATER

COLORADO
WATER PLAN

\ @ COLORADO
Lauren RIS . w Colorado Water
Deputy Director, CWCB 4 Conservation Board

Lauren.Ris@state.co.us Department of Natural Resources



@ COLORADO Water Project Loan Program
. w Colorado Water ™ il

Conservation Board a8 )

Water Conservation & Drought Planning
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Department of Natural Resources
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Interstate Compact Protection

e _
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Stream & Lake Protection

To Conserve, Develop, Protect Decision Support Systems
and Manage Colorado’s Water -~ _

for Present and Future Generations.

— —— —

Water Supply Planning
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COLORADO'S

WVVATER FPLAN

C. Land Use

Integrate Land Use and Water Planning: Initiate the use of local land use tooks. where appropriate. to

reduce water demands for municipalities, and the need to urbanize agricultural lands.

CRITICAL LAND USE ACTION SECTION
3 Owcs, oLs,

() st vy g o s masage the 63131
e stahoiders

managemen, mater efficiency, and water consenition.

D. Agriculture

TYPE

Progammatc

# Maintain Agricultural Viability: Maintain Colorado’s agricultural productivity, support of rural

economies, and food security (through meaningful incentives and grassroots efforts).

4 Facilitate Alternative Transfer Methods: Respect property rights and contributions of the
agricultural industry by establishing alternative options that compete with, if not out-perform,

traditional "buy-and-dry” transactions in the water market.

4 Suppart Agricultural Conservation and Efficiency: Support Colorado’s agricultural industry
o make it more efficient, resilient, and able to reduce water consumption without impacting

agricultural productivity.

RICULTURE ACTIONS SECTION PARTNERS
OWCR DA

o Estobiish an education and asistance program for farmers and mechers. 65,64 6.3.4
to help realize more market-competive ransact that
impiemenation of AThds, and enahie Coloracars 1o enter the agriodue
industry.

o Encourage ditch-ide and regional planni
consereaion and efficency opporunities a
water sharing, and bong-term infrasncte
Prowic grants,Ioares and sechical support i update and improve 65634 CWCE BTy
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since 2015, significant Progress has been made on over 65%

of Water Plan critical actions even though many of the goals extend through 2050.

Toe

SUPPLY

Reduce the
projected 2050
municipal and
industrial gap
form 560,000
acre-feet to
zero by 2030.
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AGRICULTURE

Support
agricultural
economic
productivity
and share
50,000
acre-feet
using
alternative
transfer
methods
by 2030.

v
3

Sustainably
fund the water
plan by raising
$100 million

in revenue
annually
starting in
2020 ($3
billion by
2050).

&

CONSERVATION

Achieve
400,000
acre-feet of
municipal
and industrial
conservation
of water

by 2050.

374

LAND USE

Ensure 75
percent of
Coloradoans
live in
water-saving
communities
by 2025.

)

STORAGE

Attain
400,000
acre-feet
of water
storage to
manage
and share
conserved
water by
2050.

©

EDUCATION

Improve the
level of public
awareness
by 2020

and engage
Coloradoans
on key water
challenges
by 2030.

A4
WATERSHED

Cover 80
percent of
all prioritized
watersheds
and rivers
with a
Management
plan by
2030.

*

ADDITIONAL

Respond to
and prepare
for natural
disasters,
climate
change
and energy
needs while
protecting
interstate
matters.



Colorado Water Loss Initiative

v Lost water = lost money

v’ 2+ years of statewide
training

v Coloradowaterloss.org




Available
Funding

M Water Project Loan Program M Agricultural Emergency Drought Response Program

B Water Plan Grants B Alternative Agricultural Water Transfer Methods Grant Program
B Water Supply Reserve Fund Grants B Fish and Wildlife Resources Grants

B water Efficiency Grants B Weather Modification Grants

B Colorado Healthy Rivers Grants W Severance Tax Trust Fund Operational Account Grants

M Colorado Watershed Restoration Grants W Construction Fund Non-Reimbursable Project Investment Grants




WATER PLAN GRANT

Water Plan Grant Category

WSRF Supplemental Funding S10M $2.5M

CO Watershed Restoration Program $5M S$2M $4M

Agricultural Transfer Methods (ATM) Grants S1M* $1M

Agricultural Projects Water Plan Grants $IM $IM $1IM

GCg;sgrvation & Land Use Planning Water Plan 1M 1M $1M
Environment/Recreation Water Plan Grants S1M $1.5M $1.5M
Innovation/Outreach Water Plan Grants $5M $0.5M $0.5M

Storage & Supply Gap Water Plan Grants S$1M $3M $3M

Water Plan Updating Efforts S1M $5.5M OVER
TOTAL $25M $11M $20M =$36 M




Proposition DD

« Colorado voters approved Prop DD this November
« Creates a 10% tax on legal sports betting proceeds for the Water Plan

« Projections of $15 million annually for Water Plan Grant Program

COLORADO

Colorado Water
Conservation Board

Department of Natural Resources




ABLE 11-1 CYCLICAL PLANNING PROCESS \

PROPOSED BY THE CWCB
Product Year Initiated
Basin Implementation Plans 2013
Colorado’s Water Plan 2013
Statewide Water Supply Initiative 2016
Basin Implementation Plans 2018
b 4 Colorado’s Water Plan 2020
Statewide Water Supply Initiative 2022




PRELIMINAR

VOLUME

¥ RELEASE OF THE DRAFT TECHNICAL UPD;

ATE FC

THE

WATER PLAN
ANALYSIS AND BASIN COMPREHENSVIE
TECHNICAL IMPLEMENTATION WATER PLAN
UPDATE PLAN UPDATES UPDATE
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Water Plan Technical Update

* Municipal & Industrial

« Agricultural '

« Environmental & Recreational

COLORADO

Colorado Water
Conservation Board
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Department of Natural Resources




A Business as Usual

o
O

Weak Economy Cooperative Growth

D Adaptive Innovation
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e VowMEl ® Scenarios in the Water Plan were developed with the IBCC and BRTs

®* These scenarios represent equally plausible futures




Figure ES.2 Summary of Statewide Gap Estimates by Planning Scenario
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Much more available at www.colorado.gov/cowaterplan




—e BIP UPDATES ', WATER PLAN
3 i UPDATE
2015 2017 2019 2018-2021 2019-2022




Take aways...

v' We need youl!

v Grants and loans are available

v’ Get involved with your local Basin
Roundtable

Find out more at cwcb.state.co.us




THANK YOU!

@ COLORADO
. w Colorado Water

Conservation Board

Department of Natural Resources

Lauren Ris
Deputy Director, CWCB
Lauren.Ris@state.co.us




What's Next: Colorado Water Plan

e Communities have implemented number of different types of water
projects that meet the objectives outlined in the CWP

e These projects have benefited counties through increased tourism,
recreation dollars, improved agriculture etc.

e More needs to be done to achieve the CWP and counties have the
ability to make the CWP their own

e The CWP will be updated in 2020. Colorado needs to participate in the
update: get involved with your local basin roundtable and let them
know the types of projects that are important to your community



Questions?

e \We encourage you to ask any questions or ideas you
have in the question box at this time.

e A transcript of all questions and answers will be
available by 11/25 on


http://waterforcolorado.org/
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Thank Youl

Lauren R:=;
Fay Hartman, Americarn EBivers;
Melinda Kassen, mREE:
Josh Kuhn, Conservation Coiarad,
Abby Burk, Audeborig@audubon.org

; CONSERVATION
“Audubon | ROCKIES " coloRADG ((i»_..r
n‘/ American Rivers

Photo Credit: Russ Schnitzer


mailto:lauren.ris@state.co.us
mailto:fhartman@americanrivers.org
mailto:mkassen@trcp.org
mailto:josh@conservationco.org
mailto:aburk@audubon.org

	Colorado Water Plan 101
	Slide Number 2
	Technical Support
	To Ask a Question
	Water For Colorado Webinar Series
	Colorado Water Plan 101 Webinar Agenda
	Colorado Water Plan - �Perspective on Creation process & Important Firsts
	Some History
	18 month Race to the Plan �
	Race to the Plan – Process Elements
	Plan Firsts
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	What’s Next: Colorado Water Plan
	Questions?
	

Thank You! 

Lauren Ris, lauren.ris@state.co.us 
Fay Hartman, American Rivers, fhartman@americanrivers.org 
Melinda Kassen, TRCP, mkassen@trcp.org 
Josh Kuhn, Conservation Colorado, josh@conservationco.org 
Abby Burk, Audubon, aburk@audubon.org


